"If a person wants to believe in the Bible, let him say so, but why should he discard
his own religion? The proselytisation will mean no peace in the world. Religion is a
personal matter. We should by living the life according to our lights share the best
with one another, thus adding to the sum total of human effort to reach God".

"Consider", said Gandhiji" whether you are going to accept the position of mutual
toleration or of equality of ail religions. My position is that all the great religions are
fundamentally equal. We must have the same respect for other religions as we have
for our own. Mind you, not mutual toleration, but equal respect."

Swami Vivekanand, a disciple of Ramakrishna Paramahamsa said that we not
only tolerate but accept other religions. See how Gandhi and Vivekanand were talking
the language of the future.

In a report by Leonard Garment in daily 'Asian Age1 of 16th July 1996, taken from
International Herald Tribue writes :

"But in the future, here and elsewhere, convictions about others perceived
inferiority can easily turn into something ugly. We know this from history".

In November 1994, Pope John Paul II announced that he wanted to mark the
third millennium of Christianity with acts of repentance for the Church's silence about
totalitarian oppression and for centuries of hostility towards the Jews. Renunciation
of systematic conversion have not come about because of sentimentality. Rather
Christian leaders see that conversionism bespeaks condescension and contempt."

Baptists and Lutheran Churches have expressed a similar view.

Indian culture has been of the same view for thousands of years except for some
sects in the last one century or so. This noble effort of Shri Ramakrishna as given
above, shows the direction. It will help create a better understanding of Islam and
Christianity and Indian Culture, wrongly called religion or Hinduism. Our civilisation
and country is natural home for all religions and thoughts where there has been
total freedom to seek God, Truth or Salvation the way one likes. Humanity lives at
various levels of consciousness and each one should be free to pursue the path
best suited to his or her level. If we continue on this path, India can be the land
where all religious faith or paths can flower in the pristine purity without hostility or
confrontation, without any feeling of superiority or inferiority and thus become a
model to other nations and countries.

I welcome and commend Shri Ramakrishnayya's attempt in that direction.

Raj Bhavan,
Hyderabad, August, 1996

KRISHAN KANT

U .'